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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

The sixth biennial Outcomes Research Course, sponsored
by the Surgical Research Committee of the American
College of Surgeons Division of Research and Optimal
Patient Care, is designed for clinical and health services
researchers with varying degrees of experience in the
field. Participants are able to select modules appropriate
to their skill level and interest. While participants new
to the field will be able to focus on didactics and skills-
based labs, participants with more established research
agendas will be able to present their research to experts
for critique and advice. Participants will also be exposed
to scientific and practical aspects of ongoing surgical
outcomes research of leaders in the field.

The course is designed to provide researchers with the
concepts necessary to:

m Provide a primer on the core methodologies in
outcomes and health services research, along with
their applications in surgery.

m Help surgeons manage, analyze, and interpret
information from clinical registries and
administrative databases.

m Provide surgeons with practical advice on developing
an outcomes research agenda and academic careers
in this area. Participants will meet peers selected from
surgical departments in U.S. and Canadian academic
medical centers and have ample opportunity to
network with faculty consisting of surgeons in the
forefront of outcomes research.

COURSE CONTENT

The course features lectures, labs, and breakout
sessions that address the following topics:

m Fundamentals of outcomes research

m Designing high-level observational studies and
assessing validity

m Working with administrative data and
clinical registries

m HRQOL assessment, decision analysis/cost
effectiveness analysis, and meta-analysis

m Managing and analyzing large datasets
m Critique and feedback on participants' research
m Faculty research in progress

m Career building strategies (in other words, learning
more, resources, external funding)

PROGRAM AGENDA

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

SESSION I: WHY, WHAT, AND SO WHAT?
7:30-8:30 am Continental Breakfast
8:30-9:00 am Introduction
David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS
9:00-9:45 am Rationale for Outcomes Research

and Terminology
David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS

9:45-10:30 am The Outcomes Research Toolbox:
Past, Present, and Future
Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS

10:30-10:45 am Break

SESSION II: TRANSLATIONAL OUTCOMES RESEARCH:
USING THE TOOL TO CHANGE CLINICAL PRACTICE

10:45-11:15 am Clinical Practice Guidelines
Nancy Baxter, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCSC, FACRS
11:15-11:45 am Changing the Way People Make Decisions

Rafael Alfonso-Cristancho, MD, MSc, PhD(c)

1:45am-12:15 pm  Using Research to Drive Policy Decisions
Dorry L. Segev, MD, PhD, FACS

12:15-12:45 pm Learning Health Care Systems and Driving
Changes in Quality of Care
David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS

12:45-1:45 pm Lunch
SESSION IlI: DIVING DEEPER ON METHODS

1:45-2:30 pm Data Synthesis/Meta-analysis
David R. Urbach, MD, MSc, FACS

2:30-3:15 pm Systems Engineering, Fieldwork, and
Point-of-Care Research
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS

3:15-4:00 pm Mixed Methods/Qualitative/Semi-Quantitative
Arden M. Morris, MD, MPH, FACS

4:00-4:15 pm Break

4:15-5:00 pm Health Economics, Cost/Decision Analysis

Samuel R. G. Finlayson, MD, MPH, FACS

5:00-6:00 pm “Career Story"” Roundtable
Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS
Gretchen M. Schwarze, MD, FACS

6:00-7:00 pm Reception
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6:00-7:00 am
7:00-8:00 am

8:00-9:15 am
9:15-9:30 am

9:30-10:30 am

10:30 am-
12:00 noon

12:00 noon-
1:00 pm

1:00-3:00 pm
3:00-5:00 pm

5:00-6:00 pm

6:30-8:30 pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
SESSION IV: CER, PCOR, AND OBSERVATIONAL DATA ANALYSIS

Continental Breakfast

Refresher on Research Methodology
Farhood Farjah, MD, MPH

Introduction to CER/PCOR |
Farhood Farjah, MD, MPH l

Break

Intro to Available Datasets: Overview on
What's in Them and Related Issues
Karl Bilimoria, MD, MS, FACS

Option 1: How to Get Started with
Observational Data Analysis
Jeanette W. Chung, PhD

Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS
Dorry L. Segev. MD, PhD, FACS

Option 2: Work-in-Progress (WIPs) Sessions
Rest of Faculty Members

Lunch

How To: Select from Special Topics
How To: Select from Special Topics

Special Topics:

I. How to Do Qualitative Work
Arden M. Morris, MD, MPH, FACS
Gretchen M. Schwarze, MD, FACS

I1l. How to Do Cost/Decision Analysis Work
Rafael Alfonso-Cristancho, MD, MSc, PhD(c)
Samuel R. G. Finlayson, MD, MPH, FACS

11l. How to Do Advanced Observational Data
Work (STATA 2 and 3)

Jeanette W. Chung, PhD

Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS

Dorry L. Segev, MD, PhD, FACS

IV. How to Do Meta-Analysis, Data Synthesis, .
and Consensus Guideline Development Work ,
David R. Urbach, MD, MSc, FACS

—

V. Work-in-Progress Sessions (WIPs)
Nancy Baxter, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCSC, FACRS
Karl Bilimoria, MD, MS, FACS

David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS

Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS

“Career Story": Roundtable 2

Samuel R. G. Finlayson, MD, MPH, FACS
Arden M. Morris, MD, MPH, FACS
Dorry L. Segev, MD, PhD, FACS

Group Dinner

PROGRAM AGENDA

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
SESSION V: NEXT STEPS

7:00-8:00 am Continental Breakfast

8:00-9:00 am What Patient-Centeredness Means
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS

9:00-9:45 am PCORI and Surgery

David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS

9:45-10:00 am Break

10:00-10:45 am Getting Started: Training, Funding,

and Infrastructure

Nancy Baxter, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCSC, FACPS

Samuel R. G. Finlayson, MD, MPH, FACS
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS

10:45 - 1:45 am Where Outcomes Research Is Heading:
Panel Discussion
Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS
Arden M. Morris, MD, MPH, FACS
David R. Urbach, MD, MSc, FACS
11:45 am- Wrap-Up and Closing Remarks
12:00 noon David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS
12:00 noon Box Lunch

Course schedule may be subject to change.

COURSE FACULTY

Faculty for the course, led by chair David R. Flum, MD,
MPH, FACS, include nationally renowned surgeons with
expertise in outcomes research.

David R. Flum, MD, MPH, FACS, Course Chair
Rafael Alfonso-Cristancho, MD, MSc, PhD(c)
Nancy Baxter, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCSC, FACRS
Karl Bilimoria, MD, MS, FACS

Jeanette W. Chung, PhD

Justin B. Dimick, MD, MPH, FACS

Farhood Farjah, MD, MPH

Samuel R. G. Finlayson, MD, MPH, FACS
Caprice C. Greenberg, MD, MPH, FACS
Arden M. Morris, MD, MPH, FACS

Gretchen M. Schwarze, MD, FACS

Dorry L. Segev. MD, PhD, FACS

David R. Urbach, MD, MSc, FACS




GENERAL INFORMATION

All sessions will be held at the American College
of Surgeons headquarters located at 633 N. Saint
Clair St., Chicago, IL. Due to the intensity of the
program, the course will begin early in the morning
each day and no free time is allocated. Spouse or
guest attendance is not permitted to any of the
events. All attendees are expected to remain until
the conclusion of the course in order to receive the
maximum CME credit designated for this program.

Dress will be business casual and participants
are required to bring their own laptop. All
course communications will be administered
electronically throughout the program, including
live updates from faculty and staff.

COURSE FEE

The course fee is $2,200. The early bird fee is
$2,000 for those who complete their registration
and submit payment by October 3, 2014. The course
fee includes tuition, course materials, and meals:
daily continental breakfasts, lunches, refreshment
breaks, a reception, and a group dinner. Participants
are responsible for transportation and travel

costs, hotel charges, and remaining meals.

COURSE REGISTRATION

Register online, by fax, or mail by completing the
registration form. Attendance is limited to 70
participants, and preference is given to members of
the American College of Surgeons. Notification of
acceptance for non-members will be sent by
Monday, October 6, 2014.

Online: www.facs.org/quality-programs/about/cqi/
education/outcomes-research-course

Fax: 312-202-5003

Mail: American College of Surgeons
Attn: Registration Services
633 N. Saint Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS

Refunds will be issued for written requests received
by October 13, 2014. A $250 handling fee will be
retained for all refunds. Registrants who cancel
after the October 13 deadline will not receive a
refund unless an alternate from the course's official
waiting list can be confirmed. Cancellations should
be submitted via e-mail to registration@facs.org.

AIRFARE

The ACS has arranged special meeting discounts on
United Airlines. These special discounts are available
by booking with United directly, through a travel agent,
or online.

United Airlines Phone: 800-426-1122
ACS Z Code: ZRAG
Agreement Code: 833768

Purchase your ticket online at www.united.com and
receive a discount off the lowest applicable fares. Please
enter ZRAG833768 to receive your discount when
booking online. Area/Zone fares based on geographic
location are also available with no Saturday night stay
required.

HOUSING INFORMATION

A course housing room block has been reserved at the
Hyatt Chicago Magnificent Mile Hotel, located within the
ACS headquarters building. A special course rate of $249
per night, plus tax, is available for attendees. Reservation
requests will be processed on a first-come, first-served
basis and must be received by Monday, November 3,
2014. Requests received after this deadline or after

the room blocks are filled are subject to rate and space
availability.

ACCREDITATION

The American College of Surgeons is accredited by the
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.

AMA CREDIT DESIGNATION

The American College of Surgeons designates this
live activity for a maximum of 21.5 AMA PRA Category
1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in
the activity.

QUESTIONS

For registration-related questions, please contact
Registration Services at registration@facs.org
or 312-202-5244,

For course-related questions, please contact Carla
Manosalvas, Division of Research and Optimal Patient
Care, at OutcomesResearchCourse@facs.org

or 312-202-5319.
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ACS MEMBERSHIP
(please check one)

O FACS

0 Associate Fellow

(J Resident Member

O Affiliate/Nonmember

How did you hear
about the course?

O ACS NewsScope
O ACS Bulletin

[ ACS Website
O Facebook

O Twitter

3 Other:

CUURSE FEE

$2,000 if registration is
received on or before
October 3, 2014

$2,200 if registration is

received after
October 3, 2014

PAYMENT

Payment must accompany
registration. Purchase orders
are not accepted.

d VISA

O MasterCard

O American Express

O Check Enclosed (Payable to
ACS) Check #:

ONLINE:
FAX:

THREE WAYS
MAIL:

TO REGISTER

MEMBER ID NUMBER

FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME LAST NAME

PROFESSIONAL SUFFIX POSITION/TITLE

INSTITUTION

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP -
PHONE FAX

PRIMARY E-MAIL SECONDARY E-MAIL

(Please provide a valid e-mail address as future
course correspondences will take place via e-mail)

SPECIALTY

CARDHOLDER'S NAME

CARD NUMBER

EXP. DATE SECURITY CODE

SIGNATURE DATE

The course fee includes tuition, course materials, and meals: daily continental breakfasts,
lunches, refreshment breaks, a reception, and a group dinner. Participants are responsible for
transportation and travel costs, hotel charges, and remaining meals.

QUESTIONS S
For registration-related questions, please contact Registration Services at
registration@facs.org or 312-202-5244.

For course-related questions, please contact Carla Manosalvas, Division of Research
and Optimal Patient Care, at OutcomesResearchCourse@facs.org or 312-202-5319.

www.facs.org/quality-programs/about/cqi/education/outcomes-research-course
312-202-5003

American College of Surgeons
Attn: Registration Services
633 N. Saint Clair St.

Chicago, IL 60611

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

Inspiring Quality:
5/ Highest Standards, Better Outcomes

100+years




