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The Department of Surgery of the Université de 
Montréal, 70th anniversary

A lthough the department of surgery of the Université de Montréal was 
officially chartered in 1961, it had been in place since 1951, under the 
leadership of Dr. Jacques Bruneau and Dr. Edouard Desjardins.1 The 

department grew as a fusion of hospital-based surgery training programs from 
the 4 largest French-speaking hospitals in Montreal: Hotel-Dieu de Montréal, 
Notre-Dame, Saint-Luc, and Sainte-Justine. The Maisonneuve-Rosemont 
and Sacré-Coeur hospitals as well as the Montreal Heart Institute joined the 
department a few years later. The first director officially appointed by the 
Université de Montréal was Dr. Marcel Lamoureux in 1961.

Specialty programs were in place and recruiting students by 1970 under 
the new director of the department, Dr. Maurice Parent. Research activi-
ties were coordinated by a group of driven surgeons, including Dr. Conrad 
Pelletier  (cardiac surgery), Dr. Jules Hardy (neurosurgery), Dr. Pierre 
Daloze (transplantation) and Dr. Claude Chartrand (pediatric cardiac sur-
gery). All of them published extensively, recruited students and obtained 
external research grants. Dr. Jacques Desmarchais was also recruited for 
his expertise in medical pedagogy. Dr. Hervé Blanchard became the first 
person responsible for the admission committee of all surgical residency 
programs, and Dr. Denis Bourbeau2 in 1981 became the first director of 
the so-called “Tronc Commun” representing the first 2 years of surgical 
training for all residents.

Nowadays

Before 2008, the surgical services functioned as separate units, and there was 
no university structure allowing them to join forces. It was only in 2008, at 
the initiative of Dr. Luc Valiquette, that surgical divisions in each specialty 
were created. This allowed better coordination of future teacher recruitment, 
planning of research, and education activities across all university medical 
centres. Nowadays, the network of hospitals affiliated with Université de 
Montréal are the Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal (CHUM), 
Sainte-Justine,  Maisonneuve-Rosemont and Sacré-Coeur hospitals and the 
Montreal Heart Institute.
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The Department of Surgery of the Université de Montréal was officially char-
tered in 1961, but the structure had been in place since since 1951. The depart-
ment grew as a fusion of hospital-based surgery training programs from the 
largest French-speaking hospitals in Montreal. Currently 448 professors 
(135 women and 313 men) teach in the department. The research activity, both 
clinical and applied, is in strong progression. The Department of Surgery is the 
largest French and bilingual training centre in Canada and North America. In 
2021 the department will celebrate its 70th anniversary. As members, we should 
be proud of the work achieved by our predecessors and by the current rank of 
professors, teachers and researchers. The department strives to promote the 
essential role of and highlight the rewards and benefits of academic surgery.
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TeachiNg acTiviTies from The begiNNiNg

Currently 448 professors (135 women and 313 men) teach in 
the department, including 184 clinical lecturers focusing spe-
cifically on undergraduate training, 121 assistant clinical pro-
fessors, 77 associate clinical professors, 18 full clinical profes-
sors focused on both undergraduate and posgraduate clinical 
training, and 39 professors within tenure track careers, mostly 
at the level of full professor, who assume leadership in 
research, teaching and administrative work in the department.

The usual number of postgraduate students admitted 
into our residency programs ranges between 20 and 30 
per year according to variation in government policies. 
We have experienced a significant decrease in numbers 
over the last 5 years (Fig. 1). Currently we have 88 resi-
dents in training among our specialty programs.

Over the last few years, more than 10 subspecialty fellow-
ship programs officially recognized by the university or by 
the Royal College have been added. We have been successful 
in attracting French- and English-speaking American, Euro-
pean, North African, South American and Asian trainees.

research acTiviTies

The research activity, both clinical and applied, is clearly in 
strong progression. In the last few years, the output of 

publications in scientific journals has risen rapidly, reflect-
ing the vitality of researchers, the volume of clin ical activ-
ities, and the contribution of all our students (Fig. 2). Dur-
ing the same period, external grant funding has progressed, 
and the number of endowed research chairs (15 chairs) and 
special funds (12 funds) have increased to develop and sus-
tain clinical and basic science research activities in the 
department. Eight of our professors are clinician–
researcher scholars recognized and supported by the Fonds 
de Recherche en santé du Québec.

Furthermore, 18 residents from our different surgery 
programs enrolled in the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada’s Clinician Investigator Program in 
the last few years.

imporTaNce of The deparTmeNT aT The commuNiTy 
level

The department of surgery remains a leader in research, 
technical development and clinical activities in Quebec 
and in Canadian communities (Table 1). Not only have 
several “surgical firsts” been performed by our groups, but 
the impact of our trainees in surgical practice across 
 Quebec, Canada and worldwide is also largely reflective of 
the dynamism of our divisions and subspecialty groups 
and research teams.3

Fig. 1. Number of graduate students in the residency programs of the Department of Surgery, 
Université de Montréal. 
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To stress the relevance of our department, external 
communication through websites, social media and an 
internal journal called le Fil edited by Dr. Michel Pellerin 
was put in place 15 years ago.

imporTaNce of The deparTmeNT aT The NaTioNal 
level

The Department of Surgery of the Université de Mon-
tréal is the largest French and bilingual training centre in 

Canada and North America. 
This must be recognized as a 
significant international asset 
and should continue to be 
valued and supported by the 
Canadian community.

coNclusioN

The year 2021 will mark the 
70th anniversary of our 
department. As members, we 
should be proud of the work 
achieved by our predecessors 
and by the current rank of 
professors, teachers and 
researchers. As Quebecers, 
we should be proud of the 
quality of surgical practice 
offered across our community. 
As Canadians, we should be 
equally proud, not only of the 
academic contribution of the 
department, but also of its cul-
tural, ethnic and linguistic 
diversity, which embodies our 
national values. The depart-
ment strives to promote the 

essential role and highlight the rewards and benefits of 
academic surgery.
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Table 1. “Surgical firsts” at the Université de Montréal

1968 First cardiac transplantation in Canada at the Montreal Heart 
Institute by Dr. Pierre Grondin.

1970 First liver transplantation in Canada at Notre-Dame hospital by 
Dr. Pierre Daloze

1984 First pediatric heart transplantation in Canada at Sainte-Justine 
hospital by Dr. Claude Chartrand
First combined kidney and pancreas transplantation in Canada by 
Dr. Pierre Daloze at Notre-Dame hospital

2019 First facial composite allograft in Canada at Maisonneuve-
Rosemont by Dr. Daniel Borsuk

Fig. 2. Number of publications generated by the Department of Surgery, Université de Montréal. 
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